TOUR STOP #8
From Stop #7, take Will Baker Road east 2.3 miles to NC 58. Turn
right on NC 58; go 0.1 mile across Southwest Creek and pull into
the church drive on your right (Patterson’s Chapel).

NC 58 was known as the Upper Trent Road during the Civil War.
There were Confederate earthworks here, with some still intact on the
north side of the creek. As the battle was raging along the Wilmington
Road, a unit of South Carolina troops and an artillery battery were in a
defensive position at this location. They were able to repel the attack of
the 3" NY Cavalry all day on December 13.

As the battle continued on December 14, the Confederates pulled
back toward Kinston to join the other units along the final defense line.

(Proceed to Stop #9)

TOUR STOP #9
From Stop #8, turn left on NC 58, go 0.1 miles and follow Will
Baker Road back to US 258. At US 258, turn right and go 2.0
miles to Stop #9 across from the intersection of US 258 and Measley
Road. Stop at the Civil War Trail site on the right.

After the battle the previous day, Union Gen. Foster knew that nu-
merically inferior Confederate forces would not let the Union troops
advance without stiff resistance. During the battle on the morning of
December 14, the Confederates continued to pull back toward Kinston
and to their well fortified final line of defense. The defense line ran in an
arc shape for approximately one mile, anchored on the Neuse River on
the Confederate’s left to a deep swamp on the right. Gen. Evans, with
about 2,000 troops under his command, faced a Union assault by Gen.
Foster with about 12,000 troops. The line of defense crossed the Wilm-
ington Road at this location. Col. Radcliff and the 61 North Carolina
defended the center, along with a section of Starr’s battery; Col. Peter
Mallett’s North Carolina Battalion defended the right flank. After a
fierce battle that went on until the afternoon, the Confederate left flank
broke, and the Union assault continued toward the Jones Bridge, leading
into Kinston. About 800 feet of the earthworks are still in place just east
of here. (Proceed to Stop #10)

Note: A short drive down Measley Road will take you through the
location of the Union’s left flank assault.

For information on this
program please visit
www.visitkinston.com

or call 1-800-869-0032.

TOUR STOP #10
Go north on US 258 0.2 miles to the intersection. Turn right on
US 70 east. Go 0.4 miles to the next stop light. Turn right and go
0.2 miles to the Civil War site at the intersection of Meadowbrook
Drive and Harriett Drive. Stop here and read the information
signs.

You are now on the left flank of the Confederate’s final line of defense
on December 14, 1862. This flank was defended by South Carolina
troops under the direct command of Gen. Evans. Gen. Evans in his of-
ficial report states “I. . .soon became engaged with a whole line with the
enemy in heavy force—supposed to be about 20,000. I retired with my
command across the Neuse Bridge, when the enemy pursued with heavy
fire,. ...

Ironically, the left flank, under Gen. Evans’ command, broke first.
He gave orders to pull back toward the bridge. Troops on the left and
center got the word, but the troops on the right under Col. Mallett’s
command continued to fight. (Proceed to Stop #11)

TOUR STOP #11
Return by Meadowbrook Drive to US 70. Turn left on US 70 West.
Go 0.5 miles in the right lane and follow US 70 business. Turn
right just before crossing the Neuse River Bridge, stopping at the
Civil War Trails site and read the information.

As stated at the previous stop, the Confederate left flank broke first.
Those troops and the center defenders got the word to pull back, but
unfortunately Col. Peter Mallett’s North Carolina Battalion, made up
mostly of young conscripts, did not get the word to pull back. Gen. Ev-
ans ordered the bridge to be burned, thus, causing about 400 Confeder-
ates to be captured by the Union, many under Col. Mallett’s command.
Col. Mallett was injured and captured as well. The wooden Jones Bridge
was located just downstream from the current bridge. Boyce’s South
Carolina battery was located across the river behind heavy earthworks.
Col. Pool’s North Carolina heavy artillery battery was located about
four miles downstream on the north side of the Neuse River. Col. Pool
successfully defended Kinston from a Union naval assault consisting of
three gunboats and five steamers. (Proceed to Stop #12—Information
Center)

TOUR STOP #12

Return to Information Center across US 70 where more informa-
tion on the First Battle of Kinston is available.

Thank you for your interest in our history and our heritage.
The Lenoir County Battlefields Commission
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FIRST BATTLE OF KINSTON
DECEMBER 13-14, 1862

TOUR STOP #1:
Drive south on US 258 approximately 6.7 miles from the Infor-
mation Center at US 70 By-pass and US 258 Intersection. Pass
Woodington School and stop at the US 258 and Lightwood Knot
Road Intersection, known as Sandy Foundation. Note: This east
west route is part of the Blue-Gray Scenic Byway.

General John G. Foster led approximately 12,000 Union troops from
New Bern westward toward Kinston/Lenoir County on December 11,
1862. Foster chose not to attack at the lower road crossings along South-
west Creek (Lower Trent Road/ Wyse Fork Road and Upper Trent Road/
Middle Road & NC 58) but ordered “demonstrations” or “feints” up
these roads instead. He continued westward along this route “parallel to
Vine Swamp” (Lightwood Knot Road) on December 13, 1862. At Sandy
Foundation Foster turned his column north along the Wilmington Road
(US 258 today). He assumed the Confederates would be less fortified at
this point on Southwest Creek than at the other lower crossings. When
scouts from the 3rd New York Cavalry reported that the Confederates
had fired upon them, were dug in on the north side of Southwest Creek
and were in the process of destroying the bridge that crossed the creek on
the Wilmington Road, Foster ordered his troops into battle formations
for attack. (Proceed to Stop #2)

TOUR STOP #2
Drive north on US 258 1.9 miles, just past the Woodington* sign.
Turn right on Woodington Road and travel 0.2 miles. Turn left on
Stroud Corner Road and go 0.2 miles to the “Civil War Trail” site
on the left. Stop here and read the information sign.

Around 9 a.m. General Foster ordered an artillery battery forward to
the high ground on the right of the Wilmington Road about one fourth
of a mile from Southwest Creek. The Ninth New Jersey was ordered to
take the left flank at the Hines Mill Dam. The 85th Pennsylvania took
the right flank and forced a crossing of the creek about one-half of a mile
below the bridge by cutting trees and wading in water up to waist deep.

An estimated 400 Confederates from the 61* North Carolina Regi-
ment held their position north of the creek most of the morning. The su-
perior number of Union troops forced them to pull back toward Kinston
near noon. (Proceed to Stop #3)

*The Woodington Plantation, consisting of approximately 1,800 acres, was named by its
owner, Richard Caswell, a Revolutionary War hero who became the first governor of North
Carolinain 1777.

TOUR STOP #3
Drive back east on Stroud Corner Road 0.2 miles to the intersec-
tion of Woodington Road. Turn left and go 0.3 miles to the inter-
section of the Alexander Rouse Road. Stop here.

The majority of Gen. Foster’s troops, estimated to be at least 10,000,
spent the night of December 13, 1862 on this side of Southwest Creek.
Most of the open land you can see was used as camp sites for the troops,
animals, and military equipment. On the east side of this intersection
on the grassy section near the cemetery, sat the Woodington Meeting
House, built in 1829. It was used also as a church by the Universal-
ist, Methodist, and Free Will Baptist. A historian of the 5* Regiment
of Massachusetts volunteers wrote “The camp was pitched in a pleasant
grove near a little church known as Woodington. . .” Some members of
the regiment carved their names in the weatherboarding of the building,
and their names were readable for many years afterwards.

The Woodington Meeting House still stands today as a farm storage
building where it was moved about one-half of a mile east of here. (Pro-

ceed to Stop #4)

TOUR STOP #4
Proceed on Woodington Road 0.3 miles to the intersection of Bill
Stroud Road. Stop here.

It was in the field north of this intersection where Gen. Foster ordered
the artillery battery in position to fire upon the Confederates. The 85
Pennsylvania crossed Southwest Creek to the right of the artillery near
the present day cross-country transmission lines about one-fourth mile
to the right. Foster also ordered the remainder of Gen. Wessels’ brigade
to follow the 85" Pennsylvania for support against the Confederate’s left
flank.

The Confederates were dug in behind earthworks about one-fourth
of a mile north of Southwest Creek, which runs eastward through the
woods you see to the north. (Proceed to Stop #5)

TOUR STOP #5
Drive west on Bill Stroud Road 0.2 miles to the intersection of US
258. Stop here by pulling off the road by the stop sign.

The driveway in front of you follows the old road that lead approxi-
mately one-fourth of a mile to the Hines Mill dam. The dam is where
the 9™ New Jersey crossed to attack the Confederates right flank. Gen.
Foster also ordered the 23 Massachusetts of Col. Amory’s brigade to
cross here and support Col. Heckman’s 9 New Jersey.

The old Wilmington Road ran behind the current homes you see on
the west side of US 258. The bridge that crossed Southwest Creek during

the Civil War was just up stream (west) of the current bridge.

As you travel to Stop #6, look to your right just before crossing the
Southwest Creek Bridge. You should be able to see a tall old cypress tree
with ragged limbs at its top. Legend says the top was shot out by Union
cannon balls.

Please be careful of US 258 traffic. (Proceed to Stop #6)

TOUR STOP #6
Drive north on US 258 0.4 miles, crossing Southwest Creek. Turn
left on Albritton Road. Travel 0.3 miles on Albritton Road and
stop on the right shoulder of the road beside woods.

Looking into the woods on the north side of the road, you can see
the Confederate’s earthworks. Near the cleared ground is where one of
the Confederate cannons was placed (larger earthworks forming a “V?).
The earthworks ran from here easterly about one mile crossing the old
Wilmington Road.

About 400 Confederates under the command of Col. Radcliff of the
61" North Carolina were in the defensive position behind the earthworks.
As you drive west, you will see that the earthworks end as they get nearer
to the Albritton Road. At this point, look to the left and you can see the
north end of the old Hines Mill dam. It is about one-half mile to the
south end.

Turn around in a driveway just past the house on the right. (Proceed

to Stop #7)
TOUR STOP #7

From Stop #6, after turning around in a driveway just past the
house on the right, return to US 258. Turn left on US 258 and go
2.4 miles. Stop at Ma’s Hot Dog House on the right.

After about a 1-2 hour battle at Southwest Creek, Confederate Gen-
eral Nathan Evans ordered Col. Radcliff to take command at the next
crossing down stream; the Upper Trent Road (today NC 58). Gen. Foster
had ordered units of the 3 NY Cavalry down to the Upper Trent Road
crossing. Gen. Evans ordered his troops to pull back toward Kinston.
He kept the line of battle in place and made a number of counter attacks
along the route of the Wilmington Road. The 9" New Jersey and the 85*
Pennsylvania continued in hot pursuit.

Here at the intersection of US 258 and Will Baker Road is where
nightfall ended the battle on December 13. Gen. Evans’ troops “rested
on their arms” that night.

If you will look back south, just behind the row of rental houses, this
is where the old Wilmington Road ran, parallel and just east of US 258.
(Proceed to Stop #8)



